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Sir: , 
I hereby certify that the attached correspondence comprising: 

1 . Petition and Fee for Extension of Time (in duplicate) 

2. Amendment 

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

on January 24, 2003. 
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Sir: ^ - 

In response to the Office Action mailed September 26, 2002, please amend the above- 
captioned application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS: ^ 

Please cancel claims 1- 20 without prejudice or disclaimer. Please ad djiew claim s 23-42: 



23 . A stopper comprising an inj ection-mouldable material made of a combination of butyl based 
rubber and a thermoplastic polymer, characterized in that the butyl based rubber is present in 
an amount of 70-90 % by weight and the thermoplastic polymer is present in an amount of 
30-10 % by weight, and wherein the coryftination of the butyl based rubber and the 
thermoplastic polymer results in a reduced leaKage/of substances compared to the leakage of 
substances from a stopper made from a bullyl based rirtJb&r alone. 

24. The stopper according claim 23 having a hmlnps of 4(y80 Shore A, wherein the 
hardness is measured in conformance with aViM D2240, 5 sec, 1991. 

\\ / 

25. The stopper according to claim 24, wherein themopper has a hardness of 45-75 Shore A, 
when measured according to ASTM D2240, 5 setffl991. 



